
Hoelterhoff’s Nursery (630) 289-1380

LIGHT PREFERENCES FOR GRASSES 
AND GROUDCOVERS

ç è Arrows indicate that light requirements overlap and the plant will grow in the adjacent light environment.  The three general light environments 
are Full Sun, Partial Shade and Full Shade.  For example, if under Full Sun with an  è the plant will grow in Partial Shade; if under Full Shade with 
an  ç will also grow in Partial Shade.  If under Partial Shade with an arrow pointed both directions, will grow in all three light environments.

GROUNDCOVERS FOR
FULL SHADE  
çAegopodium - Goutweed
çAjuga - Bugleweed
çAlchemilla - Lady's Mantle
çAsarum - Ginger
çEuonymus - Wintercreeper
çGalium - Sweet Woodruff
çHedera - English Ivy
çIris cristata - Crested Iris
çLamium - Spotted Dead Nettle
çLiriope - Lilyturf
çPachysandra - Spurge
çPhlox divaricata - Woodland Phlox
çPhlox stolonifera - Creeping Phlox
çSagina - Irish Moss/Scotch Moss
çVinca - Periwinkle 

GRASSES FOR FULL 
SHADE  
çCarex - Sedge
çHakonechloa - Hakone Grass

GRASSES FOR 
PARTIAL SHADE  
çAcorus - Sweet Flag
çCalamagrostis - Reed Grass
    Carex - Sedgeè
çChasmanthium - Northern Sea Oats
çFestuca - Fescue
    Hakonechloa - Hakone Grassè
çMolinia - Purple Moor Grass
çSesleria - Moor Grass

GROUNDCOVERS FOR
PARTIAL SHADE 
çAegopodium - Goutweedè
çAjuga - Bugleweedè
çAlchemilla - Lady's Mantleè
    Asarum - Gingerè
ç Campanula - Bellflower (low types)
çCeratostigma - Leadwort
ç Dianthus - Pinks
çEuonymus - Wintercreeperè
 Galium - Sweet Woodruffè
çGeranium - Cranesbill (low types)
çHedera - English Ivyè
ç Iberis - Candytuft
 Iris cristata - Crested Irisè
 Lamium - Spotted Dead Nettleè
çLiriope - Lilyturfè
çLysimachia - 'Aurea' - Moneywort
 Pachysandra - Spurgeè
 Phlox divaricata - Woodland Phloxè
 Phlox stolonifera - Creeping Phloxè
 Sagina - Irish Moss/Scotch Mossè
çVeronica - Speedwell (low types)
 Vinca - Periwinkleè
çWaldsteinia - Barren Strawberry

GRASSES FOR SUN  
Acorus - Sweet Flagè
Andropogon - Big Bluestem or Turkey Foot 
Calamagrostis - Reed Grassè
Chasmanthium - Northern Sea Oatsè
Elymus - Wild Rye, Lyme Grass
Festuca - Fescueè
Helictotrichon - Oat Grass
Miscanthus - Silver Grass, Maiden Grass
Molinia - Purple Moor Grassè
Panicum - Switch Grass
Pennisetum - Fountain Grass
Schizachyrium - Little Bluestem
Sesleria - Moor Grassè
Sporobolus - Prairie Dropseed

GROUNDCOVERS FOR
FULL SUN  
Aegopodium - Goutweedè
Ajuga - Bugleweedè
Alchemilla - Lady's Mantleè
Campanula - Bellflower (low types)è
Ceratostigma - Leadwortè
Dianthus - Pinksè
Euonymus - Wintercreeperè
Geranium - Cranesbill (low types)è
Hedera - English Ivyè
Iberis - Candytuftè
Liriope - Lilyturfè
Lysimachia - 'Aurea' - Moneywortè
Nepeta - Catmint
Phlox subulata - Creeping Phlox 
Sedum - Stonecrop (low types)
Stachys - Lamb's Ear
Thymus - Thyme
Veronica - Speedwell (low types)è
Waldsteinia - Barren Strawberryè
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